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Sir John Krebs

Since 1988 he has held a Royal Society Research Professorship in the
Department of Zoology, Oxford University, where he is also a Fellow of
Pembroke College. He has also held posts at the University of British
Columbia and the University of Wales, Bangor. Sir John is an internationally
renowned scientist for his research on the behaviour and ecology of animals.
Between 1994 and 1999, Sir John was Chief Executive of the Natural
Environment Research Council. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society, a
member of the Academia Europea and of the Max Planck Society, an
Honorary Foreign Member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences
and a Foreign Member of the American Philosophical Scciety. He has
received numerous awards and honorary degrees for his scientific work.

The Caroline Walker Trust

The Trust was set up in memory of the nutritionist and campaigner Caroline
Walker who died in 1988. The aim of the Trust is the improvement of public
health through good food. In addition to the Annual Lecture the Trust is
involved in a variety of activities including the production of a range of

eXpert reports.

The Trust is very grateful to the Cooperative Wholesale Society for their
support of the annual lecture and the production of this document.



The Food Standards Agency

- A Vision for the Future

The Food Standards Agency is, as I write this, just six months old. That has not
been long, given the task we are charged with. But it is long enough to have
made some progress and I am grateful to the Caroline Walker Trust for the
opportunity to present this self-assessment after our first term of operation.

Introduction

The FSA came into being on 1 April 2000, as a new UK government
department with responsibility for all aspects of food safety and standards. Its
Jjob is to give useful advice and develop policies that work, based on the best
available scientific evidence, and more particularly to ensure that consumers
can have confidence in the safety of the food they choose.

The Agency is not an agency at all, in the old government sense of the word,
but a new UK-wide government department with offices in England, Northern
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Unlike most other departments, however, it is
non-ministerial; there is no Minister for Food Safety, but the FSA is
accountable to the Westminster Parliament and the devolved assemblies
through their Health Ministers and Secretaries.

The Agency’s powers are vested in the FSA Board, which consists of 14
independent members, and are exercised by the staff of the Agency. The Board
is completely independent. Its members were chosen to reflect the national
responsibilities of the FSA and the expertise needed to do the job properly —
public health, consumer groups, food production and processing, catering,
communications and so on. Most importantly, all the members of the Board
were appointed after an open competition, held under the rules and principles
established by the Commission of Standards in Public Life. There is a publicly
available code of conduct for Board Members, and a public register of
members” interests. This means that the Agency can set itself high standards,
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